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 FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH 
408 9TH ST NW, Mandan ND Phone: 663-3594  

           www.firstlutheranofmandan.org 
  

 

Tenebrae Worship Service        7:00 P.M.    April 3, 2026 
 

 
We gather in Silence 
 

P:  The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  Pastor:  Let us pray…. 
Almighty God, look with loving mercy on your family, for whom our Lord Jesus Christ 
was willing to be betrayed, to be given over to the hands of sinners, and to suffer death 
on the cross; who now lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever 
and ever.  Amen. 
 

FIRST READING:   
The fourth servant poem promises ultimate vindication for the servant, who made his life an 
offering for sin. The servant pours himself out to death and is numbered with the 
transgressors, images that the early church saw as important keys for understanding the death 
of Jesus. 
 

Isaiah 52:13--53:12 
 
13See, my servant shall prosper; he shall be exalted and lifted up, and shall be very high.  
14Just as there were many who were astonished at him—so marred was his appearance, 
beyond human semblance, and his form beyond that of mortals—15so he shall startle many 
nations; kings shall shut their mouths because of him; for that which had not been told them 
they shall see, and that which they had not heard they shall contemplate.  53:1Who has believed 
what we have heard?  And to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?  2For he grew up 
before him like a young plant, and like a root out of dry ground; he had no form or majesty 
that we should look at him, nothing in his appearance that we should desire him.  3He was 
despised and rejected by others; a man of suffering and acquainted with infirmity; and as one 
from whom others hide their faces he was despised, and we held him of no account.  4Surely 
he has borne our infirmities and carried our diseases; yet we accounted him stricken, struck 
down by God, and afflicted.  5But he was wounded for our transgressions, crushed for our 
iniquities; upon him was the punishment that made us whole, and by his bruises we are 
healed. 6All we like sheep have gone astray; we have all turned to our own way, and the Lord 
has laid on him the iniquity of us all.  7He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he did not 
open his mouth; like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers 
is silent, so he did not open his mouth.   
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8By a perversion of justice he was taken away.  Who could have imagined his future?  For he 
was cut off from the land of the living, stricken for the transgression of my people.  9They 
made his grave with the wicked and his tomb with the rich, although he had done no violence, 
and there was no deceit in his mouth.  10Yet it was the will of the Lord to crush him with 
pain.  When you make his life an offering for sin, he shall see his offspring, and shall prolong 
his days; through him the will of the Lord shall prosper.  11Out of his anguish he shall see 
light; he shall find satisfaction through his knowledge.  The righteous one, my servant, shall 
make many righteous, and he shall bear their iniquities.  12Therefore I will allot him a portion 
with the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; because he poured out himself to 
death, and was numbered with the transgressors; yet he bore the sin of many, and made inter-
cession for the transgressors. 
 

The Word of the Lord. RESPONSE:  Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM:        
My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? (Ps. 22:1) 
 

Psalm 22 
 

 1My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? 
  Why so far from saving me, so far from the words of my groaning? 
 2My God, I cry out by day, but you do not answer; 
  by night, but I find no rest. 
 3Yet you are the Holy One, 
  enthroned on the praises of Israel. 
 4Our ancestors put their trust in you, 
  they trusted, and you rescued them.  
 5They cried out to you and were delivered; 
  they trusted in you and were not put to shame. 
 6But as for me, I am a worm and not human, 
  scorned by all and despised by the people. 
 7All who see me laugh me to scorn; 
  they curl their lips; they shake their heads. 
 8“Trust in the Lord; let the Lord deliver; 
  let God rescue him if God so delights in him.”  
 9Yet you are the one who drew me forth from the womb, 
  and kept me safe on my mother’s breast. 
 10I have been entrusted to you ever since I was born; 
  you were my God when I was still in my mother’s womb. 
 11Be not far from me, for trouble is near, 
  and there is no one to help.     
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SECOND READING:      
In his death Jesus functions as great high priest who experiences temptation and suffering in 
order that we would receive mercy and find grace, because he is the source of true salvation. 
 

Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:7-9 
 
14Since we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of 
God, let us hold fast to our confession. 15For we do not have a high priest who is unable to 
sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who in every respect has been tested as we 
are, yet without sin. 16Let us therefore approach the throne of grace with boldness, so that we 
may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  5:7In the days of his flesh, Jesus of-
fered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to the one who was able to save 
him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent submission. 8Although he was a 
Son, he learned obedience through what he suffered; 9and having been made perfect, he be-
came the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him. 
 

The Word of the Lord. RESPONSE:  Thanks be to God. 
 

HYMN  “Lamb of God”  Page 6 
 

The Passion According To St. John 
John 18:1-19:42 

 

John 18:1-11 
HYMN  “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded” (v. 1)   ELW #351 or Page 7 
   -First candle extinguished- 
 

John 18:12-27 
  “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded” (v. 2)   ELW #351 or Page 7 
   -Second candle extinguished- 
 

John 18:28-40 
  “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded” (v. 3)   ELW #351 or Page 7 
   -Third candle extinguished- 
 

John 19:1-7 
HYMN  “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded” (v. 4)   ELW #351 or Page 7 
   -Fourth candle extinguished- 
 

John 19:8-16a 
  “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded” (v. 5)   ELW #351 or Page 7 
   -Fifth candle extinguished- 
 

John 19:16b-22 
  “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded” (v. 6)   ELW #351 or Page 7 
   -Sixth candle extinguished- 
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John 19:23-25a 
  “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded” (v. 7) ELW #351 or Page 8 
   -Seventh candle extinguished- 
 

John 19:25b-30 
  “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded” (v. 8) ELW #351 or Page 8 
 
John 19:31-42 
  “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded” (v. 9) ELW #351 or Page 8 
 

MEDITATION 
 

Bidding Prayers 
 (L:  We ask this through Christ our Lord. C:  Amen.) 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 
and ever.  Amen. 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC  “Were You There” Choir 
  Soloists:  Pastor Adam Barden, Cara Mitzel, Tony Sayler, and Jen Thorson 

Alto Saxophone:  Jared Christen 
 

CLOSING 
L: We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you. 
C: By your holy cross you have redeemed the world. 
 

We depart in silence. 
 

(There is no benediction.  All please leave the sanctuary in silence.) 
The offering is received in the narthex as it is not appropriate to receive gifts at the altar on Good Friday.   
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