
  

 

First Lutheran Church 
408  9th Street NW 

Mandan, ND 58554 

Fifth Sunday of Easter  



2 

 

May 3, 2026  9:30 A.M. 
 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS   
 

GATHERING HYMN    “Jesus, the Very Thought of You”  ELW #754 or Page 8 
 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  Pastor:  Let us pray…. 
Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us 
grace to love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share 
his risen life with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

FIRST READING:   Acts 7:55-60 

Stephen was one of the seven men chosen by the apostles to serve tables so that the 
apostles could be free to serve the word (Acts 6:1-6). Stephen does more than distribute 
food, however. For his preaching of God’s word, he becomes the first martyr of the 
faith. 
55 Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and 
Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56 “Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened 
and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!” 57 But they covered their ears, 
and with a loud shout all rushed together against him. 58 Then they dragged him out of 
the city and began to stone him, and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young 
man named Saul. 59 While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive 
my spirit.” 60 Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this 
sin against them.” When he had said this, he died. 
 

The Word of the Lord. RESPONSE:  Thanks be to God. 

Building Faith and Transforming Lives in Christ 
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PSALM:   Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 
Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. (Ps. 31:5) 
 

 1 In you, O Lord, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame; 
  deliver me in your righteousness. 
 2 Incline your ear to me; 
  make haste to deliver me. 
 3 Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and my stronghold; 
  for the sake of your name, lead me and guide me. 
 4 Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, 
  for you are my tower of strength.  
 5 Into your hands I commend my spirit, 
  for you have redeemed me, O Lord, God of truth. 
     15 My times are in your hand; 
  rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who persecute me. 
 16 Let your face shine upon your servant; 
  save me in your steadfast love.”   
 

SECOND READING:    1 Peter 2:2-10 
Christ is the cornerstone of God’s saving work and the foundation of our lives. We are 
God’s chosen, holy people who continuously celebrate and declare the mercy of God we 
experience through Jesus Christ. 
 
2 Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into 
salvation 3 if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 4 Come to him, a living stone, 
though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, and 5 like living 
stones let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer 
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6 For it stands in scripture:  
“See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious, and whoever 
believes in him will not be put to shame.” 7 This honor, then, is for you who believe, but 
for those who do not believe, “The stone that the builders rejected has become the very 
head of the corner,” 8 and “A stone that makes them stumble and a rock that makes them 
fall.” They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 9 But 
you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order 
that you may proclaim the excellence of him who called you out of darkness into his 
marvelous light. 10 Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you 
had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 
 

The Word of the Lord. RESPONSE:  Thanks be to God.  
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 The Holy Gospel according to John.  “Glory to you, O Lord.” 
 

GOSPEL:  John 14:1-14 
On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus shares final words with his disciples. As the 
one through whom God is known, he promises to go before them and act on their 
behalf. 
 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; 
believe also in me. 2 In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not 
so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare 
a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there 
you may be also. 4 And you know the way to the place where I am going.” 5 Thomas 
said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” 
6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father 
except through me. 7 If you know me, you will know my Father also. From now on you 
do know him and have seen him.” 8 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and 
we will be satisfied.” 9 Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and 
you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, 
‘Show us the Father’? 10 Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in 
me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own, but the Father who dwells in 
me does his works. 11 Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me, but if 
you do not, then believe because of the works themselves. 12 Very truly, I tell you, the 
one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater 
works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13 I will do whatever you ask in my 
name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 If in my name you ask me for 
anything, I will do it.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. “Praise to you, O Christ.” 
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SERMON Pastor Phil  
 

HYMN OF THE DAY “All Are Welcome” (v. 1, 3 & 5)      ELW #641 or Page 9 

 

RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS 
  

Following the hymn of the day, those being welcomed and the ministers gather on the 
chancel steps before the assembly. 
  

The presiding minister addresses the assembly in these or similar words. 
Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism and for these new members, one 
with us in the body of Christ, whom we welcome into the life and ministry of First 
Lutheran Church of Mandan. 
 

The presiding minister addresses those being welcomed. 
In baptism, we are welcomed into the body of Christ and sent to share in the mission of 
God. We are called to live among God's faithful people, to hear the word of God and 
share in the Lord's supper, to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word 
and deed, to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, and to strive for justice 
and peace in all the earth. 
  

Sisters and brothers in Christ, do you intend to continue in the covenant of your 
baptism  
among God's people in this place?  
  

Those being welcomed respond. 
I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 
 

The minister addresses the assembly. 
People of God, do you promise to support and pray for these new members in their life 
in Christ?  
We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 
  

WELCOME 
  

Let us welcome these sisters and brothers in Christ to this community of faith.  
We rejoice with you in the life of baptism.  Together we will give thanks and 
praise to God and proclaim the good news to all the world.   
  

Let us welcome you with our applause. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
Leader:  “Merciful God,”  Congregation:  “receive our prayer.” 
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PEACE 

The Peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

Please greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 
 

OFFERING 

Thank you for your financial offerings to First Lutheran.  Your generosity enables us to 
carry out the mission of Christ through our life together here in this congregation and 
through our loving service to our neighbors beyond our walls.  We now have resumed 
the traditional offering practice of “passing the plates.”  For those who contribute to 
First Lutheran’s ministry in ways other than weekly in-church offerings and would still 
like to be included in the in-worship gathering of the offering, laminated “Offering 
Cards” are now included in the pew racks for you to place in the offering plates.   
 

OFFERTORY  “We Are an Offering”  ELW #692 or Page 10 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
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HOLY COMMUNION 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

MEAL 
 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
 

PRAYER 
 

BENEDICTION 

 

SENDING HYMN     “Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing”       ELW #389 or Page 11 
(v. 1, 2 & 3) 

 

Pastor:  Go in peace. Serve the Lord.   Cong: Thanks be to God. 
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  Attendance last Week:   Sunday  8:30 - 76 10:45 - 70   
Wednesday  6:30 - 53 

 
ON-GOING PRAYER CONCERNS:  
Noel Albrecht, Brad Schmidt, Joan Hanson, Debbie Martineson, Hal Lang, Patrick Lang, Jason Bjorgen, 
Ken Charvat, Dave Thomas, Joann Meyer, Preston Joyce, Susan Voigt, Toby Kienzle, Pam Weng, Lois 
Smith, Barb Carl, Jeff MacIver, Brady Mattson, Darin Hinsz, Jerome Bauer, Wendel Mongeon, Brenda 
Hersch, Jared & Jenn Barnhart, Ray Stenmoen, Connor Hertz, Teresa Seeman, Linda Stastny, Rachael 
Hankin, Opal Renken, David Jung, Dina Walker, Kay Link, Tammy Krein, Terry Tanaka, Wanda House, 
Tom Burau, Judy Walters, Monte Olmsted, Pat Kincaid, Victor Saeman, Lualice Stockert, Katy Anseth, 
Sarah Weishaar, Anna Anderson, Brenna Blankenship, Ted (Theodore) Delfs, Allen Janz, Justin Hankin, 
Judy Anderson, Rori Messer, Jayar Kindsvogel, Kristen Rasmussen, Jerry Iverson, Jason Klipfel. Lois 
Helmer, Pius Johner, Cori Musolf, Stan Hepper, Eunice Wolf, Adam Walker, Mary Hogan, Corey Palmer, 
Sandy Hertz, Avis Rowe 
First Lutheran Church will be updating the prayer list periodically.  If a name is not listed and you 
would like it re-listed please call the church office at 663-3594.  We will re-list names for prayers. 
  

PLEASE KEEP THE PEOPLE WHO HAVE BEEN CALLED TO SERVICE FOR OUR 

COUNTRY IN YOUR PRAYERS:  
Todd Bauer, Alex Dove, Jacob Selzler 

If you know of anyone who has ties to our congregation and is called to active duty, please contact 
the church office. 
 

 

____________________________________________________________  
Pastor Phil Leer’s phone number: 701-341-7784  
(If you need to reach him please give him a call)  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Ushers:  
Peg Nyberg 
 
Reader: 
Corby Rachel 
  
Communion Servers: 
Britany Barden 
 
Communion Set-Up: 
Corby Rachel 

         Musician: 
 
          9:30 Organ  -  Loretta White 
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Women of First Luncheon will be held at Bennigans on Wednesday, May 
13th at 11:30 a.m.  If you are planning on attending please call the church 
office at 663-3594 as soon as possible so we can have an accurate count for 
them.  Please bring a food item for the food boxes outside. 

Mission of the Month  -  Dakota Children’s Advocacy Center 

Items needed are Bottled Water, Individually Packaged Snacks 
(nut free), Toilet Paper, Paper Towels, Tissue, Clorox Wipes, 
Hand Soap, Shampoo & Conditioner, Combs/Brushes, 13-Gallon 
Garbage Bags, Baby Soap, Adult & Child Body Wash, 
Toothpaste. 
 

You may put your items in the boxes in the Narthex.  Thanks! 
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WE NEED YOUR HELP! 
We are looking for ushers, communion servers, readers & communion set up for 
all worship services.  Since we have gone back to passing the offering plate we 
need at least 2 ushers for every service.  If you could help out please sign your 
name on the sheets provided, by the bulletins, in the narthex.   
_________________________________________________________________ 
 

The Endowment Committee is looking for someone to be on 
their committee.  If you are interested please call Darin 

Hanson at 701-391-9845.  
_______________________________________________________________________ 
We extend our sympathy to the family of Carrie Hille, Andrea Hanson & Emily 
Gustafson’s sister-in-law. Please keep her family in your prayers. 
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DOWNLOAD THE “VANCO MOBILE” APP TODAY! 
 
 
 
 

OR TEXT 8449340609 TO DONATE  
 

If you would like to give electronically, visit our website or contact the 
church office.  
______________________________________________________________________ 
We have to stay financially strong. The ongoing ministry of our church is dependent on 
the tithes and offerings of our people. Electronic giving is the best way to do this. Many 
of you are already on our giving platform. If you are not giving electronically, this 
would be a good time to do that. You can sign up here https://
firstlutheranofmandan.com/. Simply click on the button on the right hand side that says 
“Give Online”.  If you prefer to make your gifts by check, you can drop it off at the 
church or mail it to 408 9th St NW Mandan, ND 58554. Staying strong in worship, 
caring ministries, and finances are important as we work to love and serve hurting 
people during this tumultuous time.  

______________________________________________________ 

If you provide your financial offerings to First Lutheran through other ways 
besides the weekly worship gathering of gifts (e.g.: Vanco, automatic bank 
withdrawal), you are welcome to place one of the laminated “offering 
cards” in the pew rack in the offering plate during the Offering.  
_______________________________________________________________________ 

Notes on Holy Communion: 
Practice:  We practice Open Communion, which means if you are here, you are 
welcome at the table of Christ.  If you do not take Communion, or you do not 
take Communion yet, you are still welcome to come forward for a blessing.  We 
can also bring Communion to you in your pew if you are unable to come 
forward.  Please notify one of the ushers. 
 

Procedure:  You will receive a wafer of bread and a small cup of communion 
wine (juice and gluten free wafers are also available; please let your server 
know).  Please place the empty cup in the waste basket by the communion 
assistant as you return to your pew. 
 

https://firstlutheranofmandan.com/
https://firstlutheranofmandan.com/
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WEEK AT A GLANCE 
 

 

 

 

Sunday 3          7:00 Community Access Channel 12 or 612  

    9:30 Worship/Live Stream Worship  

    2:00 Friendship Circle  

  

Monday 4    

 

Tuesday 5   9:00 Staff 

         

Wednesday 6  1:30 Heart River & Ruth Circle 

    6:00 Mission Trip Meeting 

    6:00 Worship 

              

Thursday 7             11:00 LAF ~ Chef’s Choice 

 

Friday 8             

   

Saturday 9    

  

Sunday 10          7:00 Community Access Channel 12 or 612  

    9:30 Worship/Live Stream Worship  

     

                

_______________________________________________________________________ 
A huge THANK YOU to all of our church school teachers / helpers and confirmation 
leaders who gave of their time and talents this year to bring the Gospel of our Lord to 
our children of First Lutheran! You are a blessing to us all!  
_______________________________________________________________________ 
We want to extend a very special "Thank You" to all who donated items, helped 
assemble the 40 "May Day" baskets, and/or helped to deliver those baskets to our 
assisted living, nursing home, and homebound members. You are truly a blessing!  

     

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH 
  408 9

TH
 Street NW, Mandan, ND         Phone: 663-3594  

email: jackie@firstlutheranofmandan.org    www.firstlutheranofmandan.com 


