Ninth Sunday after Pentecost

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH
108 9TH STREET NW
MANDAN, ND 58554




Builcli118 Faith and Trans{orming Lives in Christ

July 26, 2026 9:30 A.M.
WELCOME TO WORSHIP
ANNOUNCEMENTS
TEMPLE TALK Kenton Holle

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity,+ one God, whose compassion endures forever. Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.
In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.
Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and |

will give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, & Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are
forgiven. Rest in God’s love. Amen.

GATHERING HYMN  “God of Grace and God of Glory” ELW #705 or Page 8

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY Pastor: Let us pray....

Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of your Son you
bring us into your kingdom of justice and mercy. By your Spirit, give us your
wisdom, that we may treasure the life that comes from Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE



FIRST READING: 1 Kings 3:5-12
Because Solomon did not ask for long life, riches, or the defeat of his enemies, God gave
him what he asked for: wisdom to govern the people well.

> At Gibeon the LorD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night, and God said, “Ask
what I should give you.” ” And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love
to your servant my father David because he walked before you in faithfulness, in
righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you, and you have kept for him this
great and steadfast love and have given him a son to sit on his throne today. ’ And now,
O Lorp my God, you have made your servant king in place of my father David,
although I am only a little child; I do not know how to go out or come in. ®* And your
servant is in the midst of the people whom you have chosen, a great people so numerous
they cannot be numbered or counted. * Give your servant, therefore, an understanding
mind to govern your people, able to discern between good and evil, for who can govern
this great people of yours?” '°It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. ' God
said to him, “Because you have asked this and have not asked for yourself long life or
riches or for the life of your enemies but have asked for yourself understanding to
discern what is right, I now do according to your word. Indeed, I give you a wise and
discerning mind; no one like you has been before you, and no one like you shall arise
after you.”

The Word of the Lord. RESPONSE: Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 119:129-136
When your word is opened, it gives light and understanding. (Ps. 119:130)

129 Your decrees are wonderful;
therefore I obey them with all my heart.
3O When your word is opened it gives light;
it gives understanding to the simple.
BT open my mouth and pant
because I long for your commandments.
32 Turn to me and be gracious to me,
as you always do to those who love your name.
133 Order my footsteps in your word;
let no iniquity have dominion over me.
134 Rescue me from those who oppress me,
and I will keep your commandments.
135 et your face shine upon your servant
and teach me your statutes.
13 My eyes shed streams of tears,
because people do not keep your teaching.
3



SECOND READING: Romans 8:26-39

These words celebrate the depth of God’s actions for us. Through Christ’s death for us
and the activity of the Spirit praying for us, we are fused to God’s love poured out in
Jesus Christ. Nothing, not even death itself, is able to separate us from such incredible
divine love.

**The Spirit helps us in our weakness, for we do not know how to pray as we ought,
but that very Spirit intercedes with groanings too deep for words. ” And God, who
searches hearts, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for
the saints according to the will of God. *® We know that all things work together for
good for those who love God, who are called according to his purpose. %’ For those
whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in
order that he might be the firstborn within a large family. *° And those whom he
predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom
he justified he also glorified. *' What then are we to say about these things? If God is
for us, who is against us? ** He who did not withhold his own Son but gave him up for
all of us, how will he not with him also give us everything else? ** Who will bring any
charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. ** Who is to condemn? It is Christ
who died, or rather, who was raised, who is also at the right hand of God, who also
intercedes for us. > Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will affliction or
distress or persecution or famine or nakedness or peril or sword? *° As it is written,
“For your sake we are being killed all day long; we are accounted as sheep to be
slaughtered.” *’ No, in all these things we are more than victorious through him who
loved us. * For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor
things present, nor things to come, nor powers, *° nor height, nor depth, nor anything
else in all creation will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our
Lord.

The Word of the Lord. RESPONSE: Thanks be to God.
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The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. “Glory to you, O Lord.”

GOSPEL: Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52

Throughout Matthew’s gospel, Jesus and his disciples proclaim the good news that “the
kingdom of heaven is near!” Here, Jesus offers several brief parables that explore the
implications of this announcement for people’s lives.

31 Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a
mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field;*?it is the smallest of all the
seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the
birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.” ** He told them another parable:

“The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed in with three
measures of flour until all of it was leavened.” **“The kingdom of heaven is like
treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and reburied; then in his joy he goes and
sells all that he has and buys that field. * “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a
merchant in search of fine pearls; **on finding one pearl of great value, he went and
sold all that he had and bought it. *’ “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was
thrown into the sea and caught fish of every kind; * when it was full, they drew it
ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the bad. ** So it will be at
the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous *°

and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of
teeth. °' “Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” ** And he said to them,
“Therefore every scribe who has become a disciple in the kingdom of heaven is like the
master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.”

The gospel of the Lord. “Praise to you, O Christ.”
SERMON  Pastor Adam
HYMN OF THE DAY “Be Thou My Vision” ELW #793 or Page 9

APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in
Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried; he descended to the dead.* On the third day he rose again; he
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come
to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic
church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the
body, and the life everlasting. Amen.



PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

Leader: “God of grace,” Congregation: ‘“‘hear our prayer.”

Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying

Y e a— | ]
o =351 |
Lord, lis-ten to your chil-dren pray-ing, Lord, send your Spir-it in this place;

e tra

&
L

T 4 2] T
| .| |
T T T
| — I

Text: Ken Medema, b. 1943
Music: CHILDREN PRAYING, Ken Medema
Text and music © 1973 Hope Publishing Company. Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Truplication in any form prohihited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

PEACE
The Peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

Please greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.

OFFERING

Thank you for your financial offerings to First Lutheran. Your generosity enables us to
carry out the mission of Christ through our life together here in this congregation and
through our loving service to our neighbors beyond our walls. We now have resumed
the traditional offering practice of “passing the plates.” For those who contribute to
First Lutheran’s ministry in ways other than weekly in-church offerings and would still
like to be included in the in-worship gathering of the offering, laminated “Offering
Cards” are now included in the pew racks for you to place in the offering plates.



OFFERTORY “We Are an Olffering”
OFFERING PRAYER
HOLY COMMUNION

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and

the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
MEAL

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
PRAYER

BENEDICTION

SENDING HYMN  “We All Are One in Mission”

Pastor: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

ELW #692 or Page 10

ELW #576 or Page 11
Cong: Thanks be to God.



God of Grace and God of Glory
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Text: Harry E. Fosdick, 1878-1969
Music: CWM RHONDDA, John Hughes, 1873-1932



Be Thou My Vision
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1 Be thou my vi - sion, O Lord of my heart;
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I ev - er with thee and thou with me, Lord.
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thou my best  thought both by day and by night,
Thou my soul’s shel - ter, and  thou my high tow’r,
thou and thou on - ly, the first in  my heart,
Heart of my own heart, what - ev - er be - fall,
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wak - ing or sleep - ing, thy pres - ence my light.
raise thou me heav'n-ward, O Powr of my  pow
great God of heav - en, my trea - sure thou  art.
still  be my vi - sion, O Rul - er of all.

Text: Irish, 8th cent.; vers. Eleanor H. Hull, 18601935, alt.; tr. Mary E. Byrne, 1880-1931

Music: SLANE, Irish traditional
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We All Are One in Mission
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1 We all are one in mis - sion; we all are one in call,

2 We all are called for ser - vice, to wit-ness in God’s name.

3 Now let us be u - nit - ed, and let our song be heard.
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to plan and work to - geth - er that all may know Christ’s love.

so ev-'ry folk and na - tion may feel God’swarm em - brace.
our var-ied gifts u - nit - ed by Christ,the Lord of all.

e | T ; [ ] 1 T I g-
||
L 2| | ||
T T H

Text: Rusty Edwards, b. 1955

Music: KUORTANE, Finnish folk tune; arr. hymnal version

Text © 1986 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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Attendance last Week: Sunday 9:30 - 174
Wednesday 6:00 - 40

ON-GOING PRAYER CONCERNS:

Noel Albrecht, Brad Schmidt, Joan Hanson, Debbie Martineson, Hal Lang, Patrick Lang, Jason Bjorgen,
Ken Charvat, Dave Thomas, Joann Meyer, Preston Joyce, Susan Voigt, Toby Kienzle, Pam Weng, Lois
Smith, Barb Carl, Jeff Maclver, Brady Mattson, Darin Hinsz, Jerome Bauer, Wendel Mongeon, Brenda
Hersch, Jared & Jenn Barnhart, Ray Stenmoen, Connor Hertz, Teresa Seeman, Linda Stastny, Rachael
Hankin, Opal Renken, David Jung, Dina Walker, Kay Link, Tammy Krein, Terry Tanaka, Wanda House,
Tom Burau, Judy Walters, Monte Olmsted, Pat Kincaid, Victor Saeman, Lualice Stockert, Katy Anseth,
Sarah Weishaar, Anna Anderson, Brenna Blankenship, Ted (Theodore) Delfs, Allen Janz, Justin Hankin,
Judy Anderson, Rori Messer, Jayar Kindsvogel, Kristen Rasmussen, Jerry Iverson, Jason Klipfel. Lois
Helmer, Pius Johner, Cori Musolf, Stan Hepper, Eunice Wolf, Adam Walker, Mary Hogan, Corey Palmer,
Sandy Hertz, Jacee Huber, Laurie Ronholdt

First Lutheran Church will be updating the prayer list periodically. If a name is not listed and you
would like it re-listed please call the church office at 663-3594. We will re-list names for prayers.

PLEASE KEEP THE PEOPLE WHO HAVE BEEN CALLED TO SERVICE FOR OUR
COUNTRY IN YOUR PRAYERS:
Todd Bauer, Alex Dove, Jacob Selzler

If you know of anyone who has ties to our congregation and is called to active duty, please contact
the church office.

Pastor Phil Leer’s phone number: 701-341-7784
(If you need to reach him please give him a call)

Ushers: Musician:
Lee Dire K

9:30 Organ - Loretta White
Reader:

Corby Rachel

Communion Servers:

Le
Lori Meyers
Communion Set-Up: .
Corby Rachel T~

Find us on

Facebook 1 =Hem—ar—a—r e~
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WE NEED YOUR HELP!

We are looking for ushers, communion servers, readers & communion set up for
all worship services. Since we have gone back to passing the offering plate we
need at least 2 ushers for every service. If you could help out please sign your
name on the sheets provided, by the bulletins, in the narthex.

Women of First Luncheon will be held at Bennigans on Wednesday, July
29" at 11:30 a.m. If you are planning on attending please call the church
office at 663-3594 as soon as possible so we can have an accurate count for
them. Please bring a food item for the food boxes outside.

Farewell & Thank You Social for Bishop Craig

What: "Farewell & Thank You" for Bishop Craig Schweitzer
When: July 27, 2026, from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m.
Where: North Dakota Heritage Center, Bismarck, ND

Schweitzer has been appointed Executive Director for the Christian Community and
Leadership home area of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) by
Presiding Bishop Yehiel Curry. Schweitzer will relocate to Chicago in August and
begin his call with the churchwide organization on September 8th.

Blessing Concert and Dessert Social

A benefit to support Dmytro, Kseniia and their family with relocation costs as they
prepare a move to Italy, due to a change in status, with the hopes to reapply for
permanent residency in the USA.

When: Thursday, August 13, 2026
Where: Lord of Life Lutheran Church 1143 N. 26th St. Bismarck
Time: 6:30 p.m.

Please see the bulletin board for more information.
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Mission of the Month - Lutheran World Relief
Friendship Circle is collecting school supplies for Lutheran
World Relief

Include the following items in each School Kit:
o Four 70-sheet notebooks of wide- or college-ruled paper
approximately 8 X 10%2’; no loose-leaf paper
o One 30-centimeter ruler, or a ruler with centimeters on one side
and inches on the other
o One pencil sharpener
« One blunt scissors (safety scissors with embedded steel blades
work well)
« Five unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers; secure together with
a rubber band
« Five black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink); secure together
with a rubber band
e One box of 16 or 24 crayons
e One 2’5" eraser
o One sturdy drawstring backpack-style cloth bag approximately
14” X 17 with shoulder straps (no standard backpacks)

You may drop off these items in the Narthex in
the boxes provided. Thank You.




DOWNLOAD THE “VANCO MOBILE” APP TODAY!

& vanco

OR TEXT 8449340609 TO DONATE

If you would like to give electronically, visit our website or contact the
church office.

We have to stay financially strong. The ongoing ministry of our church is dependent on
the tithes and offerings of our people. Electronic giving is the best way to do this. Many
of you are already on our giving platform. If you are not giving electronically, this
would be a good time to do that You can sign up here https:/
firstlutheranofmandan.com/. Simply click on the button on the right hand side that says
“Give Online”. If you prefer to make your gifts by check, you can drop it off at the
church or mail it to 408 9th St NW Mandan, ND 58554. Staying strong in worship,
caring ministries, and finances are important as we work to love and serve hurting
people during this tumultuous time.

If you provide your financial offerings to First Lutheran through other ways
besides the weekly worship gathering of gifts (e.g.: Vanco, automatic bank
withdrawal), you are welcome to place one of the laminated “offering
cards” in the pew rack in the offering plate during the Offering.

Notes on Holy Communion:
Practice: We practice Open Communion, which means if you are here, you are
welcome at the table of Christ. If you do not take Communion, or you do not
take Communion yet, you are still welcome to come forward for a blessing. We
can also bring Communion to you in your pew if you are unable to come
forward. Please notify one of the ushers.

Procedure: You will receive a wafer of bread and a small cup of communion
wine (juice and gluten free wafers are also available; please let your server
know). Please place the empty cup in the waste basket by the communion
assistant as you return to your pew.
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FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH
408 9™ Street NW, Mandan, ND Phone: 663-3594
email: jackie@firstlutheranofmandan.org www.firstlutheranofmandan.com

WEEK AT A GLANCE

SUNDAY 26 7:00 COMMUNITY ACCESS CHANNEL 12 OR 612
9:30 WORSHIP/ LIVE STREAM WORSHIP

MONDAY 27
TUESDAY 28 9:00 STAFF
WEDNESDAY 29 6:00 WORSHIP

THURSDAY 30

FRIDAY 31

SATURDAY 1

SUNDAY 2 7.:00 COMMUNITY ACCESS CHANNEL 12 OR 612
9:30 WORSHIP/ LIVE STREAM WORSHIP

Did you attend Bible Camp this summer?

If any children in your family have already attended Bible Camp this
summer, or will be attending Bible Camp this summer, please contact the
church office at 701-663-3594 and let us know. Thank you.



