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Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH
108 9TH STREET NW
MANDAN, ND 58554



Builcling Faith and Trans{orming Lives in Christ

September 13, 2026 8:30 A.M.
WELCOME TO WORSHIP
ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, who pours love into our hearts and healing
upon the earth. Amen.

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world and in our own
hearts. Creation groans from overuse. Jealousy and bitterness strain our
relationships. Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. Divisions disrupt your
call to show genuine love to others. Turn our hearts back to you. Restore our world
and reconcile us to one another. Renew us to live as your holy people, following the
way of Jesus Christ. Amen.

Hear this good news: We have peace with God through * Jesus Christ, in whom there is
no condemnation, but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. Receive freely
this healing gift of grace. Amen.

GATHERING HYMN  “Just As I Am, without One Plea” ELW #592 or Page 9

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.




PRAYER OF THE DAY Pastor: Let us pray....

O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness.
Replace our hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we may
delight in doing your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

FIRST READING: Genesis 50:15-21

After Jacob’s death the brothers of Joseph begged for forgiveness for the crime they had
done against him. You intended to do me harm, Joseph said, but God used this as an
opportunity to do good and save many lives.

1S Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still bears
a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?’ '° So
they approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction before he died, '’
‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in
harming you.” Now therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your
father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. '® Then his brothers also wept, fell down
before him, and said, “We are here as your slaves.” ¥ But Joseph said to them, “Do not
be afraid! Am I in the place of God? *° Even though you intended to do harm to me, God
intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. *' So
have no fear; I myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In this way he
reassured them, speaking kindly to them.

The Word of the Lord. RESPONSE: Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 103:[1-7] 8-13
LORD, you are full of compassion and mercy. (Ps. 103:8)

[ !Bless the Lorp, O my soul,

and all that is within me, bless God’s holy name.
?Bless the Lorp, O my soul,

and forget not all God’s benefits—
* who forgives all your sins

and heals all your diseases;
*who redeems your life from the grave

and crowns you with steadfast love and mercy;
> who satisfies your desires with good things

so that your youth is renewed like an eagle’s.
%O Lorp, you provide vindication

and justice for all who are oppressed.
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7Y ou made known your ways to Moses
and your works to the children of Israel.
] ® Lorp, you are full of compasswn and mercy,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love;
? you will not always accuse us,
nor will you keep your anger forever.
'“You have not dealt with us according to our sins,
nor repaid us according to our iniquities.
"'For as the heavens are high above the earth,
so great is your steadfast love for those who fear you.
12 As far as the east is from the west,
so far have you removed our transgressions from us.
13 As a father has compass10n for his children,
so you have compassion for those who fear you, O LoRrD.

SECOND READING: Romans 14:1-12

This Christian community has significant struggles with diversity. Here Paul helps us
understand that despite different practices in worship and personal piety, we do not
judge one another. All Christians belong to the Lord Jesus Christ who died for all of us
and will judge each of us.

Welcome those who are weak in faith but not for the purpose of quarrehng over
opinions. 2 Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. * Those
who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass
judgment on those who eat, for God has welcomed them. * Who are you to pass
judgment on slaves of another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. And
they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand. > Some judge one day to be
better than another while others judge all days to be alike. Let all be fully convinced in
their own minds. ® Those who observe the day, observe it for the Lord. Also those who
eat, eat for the Lord, since they glve thanks to God, while those who abstain, abstain for
the Lord and give thanks to God. ’ For we do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to
ourselves. *If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then,
whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. ° For to this end Christ died and
lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living. '* Why do you pass
judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you desplse your brother or sister?
For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. '' For it is written, “As I live,
says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall give praise to God.”

% So then, each one of us will be held accountable.

The Word of the Lord. RESPONSE: Thanks be to God.
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The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. “Glory to you, O Lord.”

GOSPEL: Matthew 18:21-35
When Peter asks about the limits of forgiveness, Jesus responds with a parable that
suggests human forgiveness should mirror the unlimited mercy of God.

I peter came and said to [Jesus,] “Lord, if my brother or sister sins against me, how
often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” **Jesus said to him, “Not seven
times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. = “For this reason the kingdom of heaven
may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his slaves. ** When he
began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him, **
and, as he could not pay, the lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and
children and all his possessions and payment to be made. *° So the slave fell on his
knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.” *’
And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. **
But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him
a hundred denarii, and seizing him by the throat he said, ‘Pay what you owe.” * Then
his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will
pay you.” *° But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would pay
the debt. *' When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly
distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. ** Then his
lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt
because you pleaded with me. ** Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave,
as I had mercy on you?’ ** And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he
would pay his entire debt. ** So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if
you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”

The gospel of the Lord. “Praise to you, O Christ.”
SERMON  Pastor Adam
HYMN OF THE DAY “Come, Ye Disconsolate”  ELW #607 or Page 10
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APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in
Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried; he descended to the dead.* On the third day he rose again; he
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come
to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic
church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the
body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Leader: “Hear us, O God.” Congregation: “Your mercy is great.”

Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying
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Text: Ken Medema, b, 1943
Music: CITILDREN PRAYING, Ken Medema
Text and music © 1973 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188, All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

PEACE
The Peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

Please greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.



OFFERING

Thank you for your financial offerings to First Lutheran. Your generosity enables us to
carry out the mission of Christ through our life together here in this congregation and
through our loving service to our neighbors beyond our walls. We now have resumed
the traditional offering practice of “passing the plates.” For those who contribute to
First Lutheran’s ministry in ways other than weekly in-church offerings and would still
like to be included in the in-worship gathering of the offering, laminated “Offering
Cards” are now included in the pew racks for you to place in the offering plates.

OFFERTORY “We Are an Offering” ELW #692 or Page 11
OFFERING PRAYER
HOLY COMMUNION

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

MEAL



POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
PRAYER
BENEDICTION

SENDING HYMN  “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee” ELW #836 or Page 12
*Sunday School children and parents are welcome to dismiss during the
sending hymn.

Pastor: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Cong: Thanks be to God.



Just As I Am, without One Plea
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Text: Charlotte Elliott, 1789-1871
Music: WOODWORTH, William B. Bradbury, 1816-1868



Come, Ye Disconsolate
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1 Come, ye dis - con - so-late, wher - e’er ye lan - guish;
2 Joy of the des - o -late, light of the stray - ing,
3 Here see the Bread of life; see wa - ters flow - ing
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come to the mer - cy -seat, fer - vent-ly kneel.

hope  of the pen - 1 - tent, fade - less and  pure;

forth from the throne of God, pure from a - bove.
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Here bring your wound - ed hearts, here tell your an - guish;
here speaks the Com - fort -er, ten - der - ly say - ing,
Come to the feast of love; come, ev - er know - ing
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earth has no SOT - TOW that heav’n can - not heal.
“Earth has no SOT - TOW that heav’n can - not cure.”
earth has no SOT - TOW but  heav’n can re - move.
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Text: Thomas Moore, 1779-1852, sts. 1-2; Thomas Hastings, 17841872, st. 3
Music: CONSOLATOR, Samuel Webbe Sr., 1740-1816
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e Are an Offering 692
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Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee
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Text: Henry van Dyke, 1852-1922
Music: HYMN TO JOY, Ludwig van Beethoven, 1770-1827, adapt.
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stars and an-gels sing a-round thee, cen-ter of wun - bro - ken praise.
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Field and for - est, vale and moun-tain, flow-’ry mead-ow, flash-ing sea,
Thou our Fa - ther, Christ our broth-er, all who live in love are thine;
) £ T £ T e ot - ﬂ
Ve 52 e o . .. . Ti
== == % S 1
Q 4 | T | —— T i —r— T il |
7 1’ : - 1' 1 i i i — i |
A\av P
J e 2
Giv - er of im - mor - tal glad-ness, fill us with the light of day.
chant-ing bird, and flow-ing foun-tain call us to re - joice in thee
teach us how to love each oth - er, lift us to the joy di-vine!
; - e
Wﬁ#&&ﬁ T — 1‘ = T > I '__ #tﬂ
A e e O e s s B
\ T 1 \




Attendance last Week: Sunday 9:30 - 142
Wednesday 6:30 - 32

ON-GOING PRAYER CONCERNS:

Noel Albrecht, Brad Schmidt, Joan Hanson, Debbie Martineson, Hal Lang, Patrick Lang, Jason Bjorgen,
Ken Charvat, Dave Thomas, Joann Meyer, Preston Joyce, Susan Voigt, Toby Kienzle, Pam Weng, Lois
Smith, Barb Carl, Jeff Maclver, Brady Mattson, Darin Hinsz, Jerome Bauer, Wendel Mongeon, Brenda
Hersch, Jared & Jenn Barnhart, Ray Stenmoen, Connor Hertz, Teresa Seeman, Linda Stastny, Rachael
Hankin, Opal Renken, David Jung, Dina Walker, Kay Link, Tammy Krein, Terry Tanaka, Wanda House,
Tom Burau, Judy Walters, Monte Olmsted, Pat Kincaid, Victor Saeman, Lualice Stockert, Katy Anseth,
Sarah Weishaar, Anna Anderson, Brenna Blankenship, Ted (Theodore) Delfs, Allen Janz, Justin Hankin,
Judy Anderson, Rori Messer, Jayar Kindsvogel, Kristen Rasmussen, Jerry Iverson, Jason Klipfel. Lois
Helmer, Pius Johner, Cori Musolf, Stan Hepper, Eunice Wolf, Adam Walker, Mary Hogan, Corey Palmer,
Sandy Hertz, Jacee Huber, Laurie Ronholdt, Naida Feland, Larry Harm, Toby Croteau

First Lutheran Church will be updating the prayer list periodically. If a name is not listed and you
would like it re-listed please call the church office at 663-3594. We will re-list names for prayers.

PLEASE KEEP THE PEOPLE WHO HAVE BEEN CALLED TO SERVICE FOR OUR
COUNTRY IN YOUR PRAYERS:
Todd Bauer, Alex Dove, Jacob Selzler

If you know of anyone who has ties to our congregation and is called to active duty, please contact
the church office.

Pastor Phil Leer’s phone number: 701-341-7784
Pastor Adam Barden’s phone number: 701-595-3180
(If you need to reach them please give them a call)

Ushers:

Musician:
Reader:
Shelby Skytland

[T
8:30 Organ - Loretta White

Communion Servers:
Lori Meyers

Communion Set-Up:
Ron & Jeanne Avey

Find us on

Facebook 1 et e~
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Mission of the Month - Weekend Meals For Mandan Kids

Items needed are Chap Stick, Canned Tuna, Canned Chicken,
Canned Ham, Peanut Butter, Jelly, Fruit Cups, Canned Fruit,
Granola Bars, Cereal, Pudding Cups, Applesauce, Chef
Boyardee', Mac & Cheese, Soups, Hamburger Helper, Spaghetti
Noodles, Spaghetti Sauce, Pop Tarts, Instant Mashed Potatoes,
Rice A Roni, Pasta Roni, Pork and Beans, Baked Beans, Pancake
Mix-no eggs required such as Krusteaz Brand, Syrup.

NO GLASS JARS PLEASE!
You may put your items in the boxes in the Narthex. Thank you!

BACK TO FALL WORSHIP STARTING SEPTEMBER 131!

e Sunday Fall Worship beginning September 13, 2026
*8:30 a.m. Traditional Service
*10:30 a.m. Contemporary Service (NOTE NEW TIME)

e Wednesday Fall Worship beginning September 16, 2026
*Worship 6:30-7:15 p.m.
e Sunday School starts on Sunday, September 13, 2026
*Sunday School 9:30-10:15 a.m. (NOTE NEW TIME)

e Wednesday School starts on Wednesday, September 16, 2026
*Wednesday School 5:45 p.m.

e Wednesday Confirmation classes start September 16, 2026
*7:30 p.m.

%@éé,

Schedule




We just can’t wait to get together to ring
those bells! We will be gathering
Wednesday, September 9™ right after
Wednesday service at 7:15 pm. All ages
welcome! Please contact Cathy Long 701-
527-0548 if you have any questions.

Hey all you singers out there, we’re getting
everything ready for you for the 2026-27
season. Our first practice will be Wednesday,
September 9™ at 5:15 pm. Please contact
Cathy Long 701-527-0548 if you have any
questions.

Women of First Luncheon will be held at Bennigan’s on Monday,
September 28" at 11:30 a.m. If you are planning on attending, please call
the church office at 663-3594 as soon as possible so we may have an
accurate count for them. Please bring a food item for the food boxes
outside.
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ELCA YOUTH
GATHERING

MINNEAPOLIS, MN

Save the Date: The ELCA Youth Gathering will be this next summer in Minneapolis,
MN from June 28 through July 2, 2027! Registration opens starting October 21. There
will be more information to come, but if you have any questions, please contact Pastor
Adam by email at adam@firstlutheranofmandan.org or by phone at (701)595-3180.
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WE NEED YOUR HELP!

We are looking for ushers, communion servers, readers & communion set up for
all worship services. Since we have gone back to passing the offering plate we
need at least 2 ushers for every service. If you could help out please sign your
name on the sheets provided, by the bulletins, in the narthex.

The next Caregiver Lunch & Learn Series will be held here on September 17 from
Noon to 1:00 p.m. RSVP to Kelly Bengtson at 701-712-2234. They will be focusing on
supporting caregivers. Please see the bulletin board for more information.

Fellowship of Christian Athletes in Mandan is looking for possible donors. The club
provides breakfast for the children who attend the meetings on Wednesday mornings
and to make t-shirts/hoodies more affordable and accessible for all students. Please call
Lacey Johnson at lacey.johnson@msdl.org or 701-389-0349 if you are interested in
helping out.

We extend our sympathy to the family of Cecelia Wadeson, Anthony
Wadeson’s mother. Her funeral will be Friday, September 11 at Holy Trinity
Catholic Church in Fingal. Please keep her family in your prayers.

Church Picnic:

We will have a picnic at the Eagle’s
Park TODAY (shelter 1 and indoor
shelter) following the 10:30 a.m.
service. All church families are invited.
Hamburgers and hotdogs will be
provided. Please join us for worship,
food & fun!

Last names starting with A through M bring a SALAD &
N through Z bring a DESSERT.

17

CHU




DOWNLOAD THE “VANCO MOBILE” APP TODAY!

& vanco

OR TEXT 8449340609 TO DONATE

If you would like to give electronically, visit our website or contact the
church office.

We have to stay financially strong. The ongoing ministry of our church is dependent on
the tithes and offerings of our people. Electronic giving is the best way to do this. Many
of you are already on our giving platform. If you are not giving electronically, this
would be a good time to do that You can sign up here https:/
firstlutheranofmandan.com/. Simply click on the button on the right hand side that says
“Give Online”. If you prefer to make your gifts by check, you can drop it off at the
church or mail it to 408 9th St NW Mandan, ND 58554. Staying strong in worship,
caring ministries, and finances are important as we work to love and serve hurting
people during this tumultuous time.

If you provide your financial offerings to First Lutheran through other ways
besides the weekly worship gathering of gifts (e.g.: Vanco, automatic bank
withdrawal), you are welcome to place one of the laminated “offering
cards” in the pew rack in the offering plate during the Offering.

Notes on Holy Communion:
Practice: We practice Open Communion, which means if you are here, you are
welcome at the table of Christ. If you do not take Communion, or you do not
take Communion yet, you are still welcome to come forward for a blessing. We
can also bring Communion to you in your pew if you are unable to come
forward. Please notify one of the ushers.

Procedure: You will receive a wafer of bread and a small cup of communion
wine (juice and gluten free wafers are also available; please let your server
know). Please place the empty cup in the waste basket by the communion
assistant as you return to your pew.
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FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH

408 9™ Street NW, Mandan, ND Phone: 663-3594
email: jackie@firstlutheranofmandan.org www.firstlutheranofmandan.com

SUNDAY 13

MONDAY 14

TUESDAY 15

WEDNESDAY 16

THURSDAY 17

FRIDAY 18

SATURDAY 19

SUNDAY 20

WEEK AT A GLANCE

7:00 COMMUNITY ACCESS CHANNEL 12 ORG612
8:30 WORSHIP/LIVE STREAM WORSHIP

9:30 COFFEE

9:30 SUNDAY SCHOOL

10:30 WORSHIP
11:30 PICNIC @ EAGLES PARK

2:00 FRIENDSHIP CIRCLE
6:00 9-12 GRADE YOUTH GROUP

11:30 HOMESCHOOLERS

8:30 HOMESCHOOLERS
9:00 STAFF
1:00 DEBORAH CIRCLE

5:15 CHOIR PRACTICE
5:45 CHURCH SCHOOL
6:30 WORSHIP

7:15 BELL CHOIR

7:30 CONFIRMATION

12:00 LUNCH & LEARN

6:30 TEAM MEETINGS
7:00 COUNCIL

4:00 REHEARSAL ~ JADEN KUNTZ & EMMA DIRK
3:00 WEDDING ~ JADEN KUNTZ & EMMA DIRK
7:00 COMMUNITY ACCESS CHANNEL 12 0OR G612
8:30 WORSHIP/LIVE STREAM WORSHIP

9:30 COFFEE
9:30 SUNDAY SCHOOL

10:30 WORSHIP



