Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH
108 9TH STREET NW
MANDAN, ND 58554




Building Faith and Transforming Lives in Christ

October 4, 2026 8:30 A.M.
WELCOME TO WORSHIP
ANNOUNCEMENTS
GATHERING HYMN  “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”  ELW #803 or Page 8
GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all.
And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY Pastor: Let us pray....

Beloved God, from you come all things that are good. Lead us by the inspiration of your
Spirit to know those things that are right, and by your merciful guidance, help us to do them,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

SPECIAL MUSIC “Be Present, Spirit of the Lord” Sr. Choir
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

FIRST READING: Isaiah 5:1-7

The prophet sings a sad, parable-like love song about the relationship between God and Israel. In
this song Israel is compared to a promising vineyard. Despite God’s loving care, the vineyard that
is Israel has brought forth “rotten grapes” of injustice and distress, when fine grapes of justice and
righteousness were expected.

1 I will sing for my beloved my love song concerning his vineyard: My beloved had a vineyard on
a very fertile hill. 2 He dug it and cleared it of stones and planted it with choice vines; he built a
watchtower in the midst of it and hewed out a wine vat in it; he expected it to yield grapes, but it
yielded rotten grapes. 3 And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem and people of Judah, judge between
me and my vineyard. 4 What more was there to do for my vineyard that I have not done in it?
When I expected it to yield grapes, why did it yield rotten grapes? 5 And now I will tell you what
I will do to my vineyard. I will remove its hedge, and it shall be devoured; I will break down its
wall, and it shall be trampled down. 6 I will make it a wasteland; it shall not be pruned or hoed,
and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns; I will also command the clouds that they rain no
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rain upon it. 7 For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the house of Israel, and the people of Judah
are his cherished garden; he expected justice but saw bloodshed; righteousness but heard a cry!

The Word of the Lord. RESPONSE: Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 80:7-15
Look down from heaven, O God; behold and tend this vine. (Ps. 80:14, 15)

" Restore us, O God of hosts;

let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.
8 You have brought a vine out of Egypt;

you cast out the nations and planted it.
?You cleared the ground for it;

it took root and filled the land.
19The mountains were covered by its shadow

and the towering cedar trees by its boughs.
'Y ou stretched out its tendrils to the sea

and its branches to the river.
12Why have you broken down its wall,

so that all who pass by pluck off its grapes?
13 The wild boar of the forest has ravaged it,

and the beasts of the field have grazed upon it.
“Turn now, O God of hosts,

look down from heaven;
"“behold and tend this vine;

preserve what your right hand has planted.

SECOND READING: Philippians 3:4b-14

Paul reviews some of his supposed credentials, which no longer have any bearing in comparison
to the right relationship he has been given through the death of Christ. The power of Christ’s
resurrection motivates him to press on toward the ultimate goal, eternal life with Christ.

[Paul writes:] “® If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: 3 circumcised
on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; ®as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness
under the law, blameless. ’ Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because
of Christ. ® More than that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing
Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as
rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ * and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my
own that comes from the law but one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from
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God based on faith. '°T want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of
his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, '! if somehow I may attain the resurrection from
the dead. '* Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal, but I press on
to lay hold of that for which Christ has laid hold of me. '* Brothers and sisters, I do not consider
that I have laid hold of'it, but one thing I have laid hold of: forgetting what lies behind and straining
forward to what lies ahead, 1 press on toward the goal, toward the prize of the heavenly call of
God in Christ Jesus.

The Word of the Lord. RESPONSE: Thanks be to God.
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The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. “Glory to you, O Lord.”

GOSPEL: Matthew 21:33-46

Jesus tells a parable to the religious leaders who are plotting his death, revealing that their plans
will, ironically, bring about the fulfillment of scripture.

[Jesus said:] ** “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a
fence around it, dug a winepress in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went
away. >* When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his produce.
35 But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. *® Again he
sent other slaves, more than the first, and they treated them in the same way. 3’ Then he sent his
son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.” *® But when the tenants saw the son, they said to
themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.” *° So they seized him,
threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. ** Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what
will he do to those tenants?” *! They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death
and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest time.” ** Jesus
said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures: ‘The stone that the builders rejected has
become the cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing, and it is amazing in our eyes’? ** “Therefore I
tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people that produces its
fruits. ** The one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces, and it will crush anyone on whom
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it falls.” ** When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was
speaking about them. *® They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because they
regarded him as a prophet.

The gospel of the Lord. “Praise to you, O Christ.”
SERMON  Pastor Phil
HYMN OF THE DAY “My Faith Looks Up to Thee” ELW #759 or Page 9

APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ,
God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the
dead.* On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right
hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy
Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Leader: “Hear us, O God.” Congregation: “Your mercy is great.”

Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying
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Text: Ken Medema, b, 1943
Music: CITILDREN PRAYING, Ken Medema
Text and music © 1973 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188, All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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PEACE
The Peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

Please greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.

OFFERING

Thank you for your financial offerings to First Lutheran. Your generosity enables us to carry out
the mission of Christ through our life together here in this congregation and through our loving
service to our neighbors beyond our walls. We now have resumed the traditional offering practice
of “passing the plates.” For those who contribute to First Lutheran’s ministry in ways other than
weekly in-church offerings and would still like to be included in the in-worship gathering of the
offering, laminated “Offering Cards” are now included in the pew racks for you to place in the

offering plates.
OFFERTORY “We Are an Olffering” ELW #692 or Page 10

OFFERING PRAYER
HOLY COMMUNION

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

MEAL
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING



PRAYER

BENEDICTION
*Sunday School children and parents are welcome to dismiss during the sending hymn.

SENDING HYMN  “Beautiful Savior” ELW #838 or Page 11
Pastor: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Cong: Thanks be to God.



When I Survey the Wondrous Cross
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My Faith Looks Up to Thee

Text: Ray Palmer, 1808-1887
Music: OLIVET, Lowell Mason, 1792-1872
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e Are an Offering 692
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We lift our voic-es, we lift our hands,

weliftour lives up to you: we are an
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of-fer-ing. Lord, use our voic - es,

Lord, use our hands,  Lord, use our
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lives, they are yours:we arean  of-fer-ing, All thatwe have, all thatwe are,

al  that we hope to be, we give toyou, we give  to you.
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We lift our voic-es,

we liftour hands, we lift our lives upto you:
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We are an of-fer-ing, we are an  of - fer - ing,

eht Liles 1, 1957
" i8ht Liles

OFFERING
" © 1984 Word Music, LLC
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Beautiful Savior

)

Text: Gesangbuch, Miinster, 1677; tr. Joseph A. Seiss, 1823-1904
Mus S

SCHONSTER HERR JESU,

Silesian folk tune, 19th cent.
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Son of God and Son of Man!
robed in flow’rs of bloom ing spring;
bright the spar - kling stars on high;
Son of God and Son of Man!
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Attendance last Week: Sunday 8:30-101 10:30 - 98
Wednesday 6:30-110

ON-GOING PRAYER CONCERNS:

Noel Albrecht, Brad Schmidt, Joan Hanson, Debbie Martineson, Hal Lang, Patrick Lang, Jason Bjorgen, Ken
Charvat, Dave Thomas, Joann Meyer, Preston Joyce, Susan Voigt, Toby Kienzle, Pam Weng, Lois Smith, Barb Carl,
Jeff Maclver, Darin Hinsz, Jerome Bauer, Wendel Mongeon, Brenda Hersch, Ray Stenmoen, Connor Hertz, Teresa
Seeman, Linda Stastny, Rachael Hankin, Opal Renken, David Jung, Dina Walker, Kay Link, Tammy Krein, Terry
Tanaka, Wanda House, Tom Burau, Judy Walters, Monte Olmsted, Pat Kincaid, Victor Saeman, Lualice Stockert,
Katy Anseth, Sarah Weishaar, Anna Anderson, Brenna Blankenship, Ted (Theodore) Delfs, Allen Janz, Justin Hankin,
Judy Anderson, Rori Messer, Jayar Kindsvogel, Kristen Rasmussen, Jason Klipfel. Lois Helmer, Pius Johner, Cori
Musolf, Stan Hepper, Eunice Wolf, Adam Walker, Mary Hogan, Corey Palmer, Sandy Hertz, Jacee Huber, Laurie
Ronholdt, Naida Feland, Larry Harm, Toby Croteau, Samantha Grube, Becki Barnhart, Saxon Russell

First Lutheran Church will be updating the prayer list periodically. If a name is not listed and you would like
it re-listed please call the church office at 663-3594. We will re-list names for prayers.

PLEASE KEEP THE PEOPLE WHO HAVE BEEN CALLED TO SERVICE FOR OUR COUNTRY IN
YOUR PRAYERS:

Todd Bauer, Alex Dove, Jacob Selzler
If you know of anyone who has ties to our congregation and is called to active duty, please contact the church
office.

Pastor Phil Leer’s phone number: 701-341-7784
Pastor Adam Barden’s phone number: 701-595-3180
(If you need to reach them please give them a call)

g | Musician:
Ushers: e .
Kenley Doll 8:30 Organ - Loretta White
Reader:
Cara Mitzel
[Te
Communion Servers:
Lori Meyers
Communion Set-Up: Find us on In
Corby Rachel FaCEbOOk NS
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WE NEED YOUR HELP!

We are looking for ushers, communion servers, readers & communion set up for all
worship services. Since we have gone back to passing the offering plate we need at least
2 ushers for every service. If you could help out please sign your name on the sheets
provided, by the bulletins, in the narthex.

Mission of the Month - Weekend Meals For Mandan Kids
Items needed are Chap Stick, Canned Tuna, Canned Chicken,
Canned Ham, Peanut Butter, Jelly, Fruit Cups, Canned Fruit,
Granola Bars, Cereal, Pudding Cups, Applesauce, Chef Boyardee',
Mac & Cheese, Soups, Hamburger Helper, Spaghetti Noodles,
Spaghetti Sauce, Pop Tarts, Instant Mashed Potatoes, Rice A Roni,
Pasta Roni, Pork and Beans, Baked Beans, Pancake Mix-no eggs
required such as Krusteaz Brand, Syrup.

NO GLASS JARS PLEASE!
You mav put vour items in the boxes in the Narthex. Thank vou!

Pastor Appreciation Month
October is Pastor Appreciation Month! The staff and council at First Lutheran would like to show
appreciation and say ‘thanks’ to Pastor Phil & Pastor Adam by having everyone submit a card
during the month of October. Baskets will be placed in the church narthex for your convenience.
Kenton Holle
Church Council President

Lutheran World Relief will be packing up all of their supplies on October 22~ at
9:00 A.M. If youare able to help, please stop by the Fellowship Hall that morning.

We extend our sympathy to the family of Jan Grabinger. Her funeral is pending.
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Please keep her family in your prayers.

OIN

The High School youth group will be meeting on October 11 from 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm at the
church.

The Middle School youth group will meet on October 25 from 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm at the
church.

Registration for the ELCA Youth Gathering happening from June 28 through July 2, 2027,
will open on October 21. Please let Pastor Adam know if you are interested in going on the
trip by November 1!

The Youth will be selling Butter Braids from October 7 through October 21. Please support
our youth as they raise funds for the ELCA Youth Gathering and future trips!

== S
Congratulations to Lane Visto
and Landrie Schmidt who were
married here on October 3.




DOWNLOAD THE “VANCO MOBILE” APP TODAY!

& vanco

OR TEXT 8449340609 TO DONATE

If you would like to give electronically, visit our website or contact the church
office.

We have to stay financially strong. The ongoing ministry of our church is dependent on the tithes
and offerings of our people. Electronic giving is the best way to do this. Many of you are already
on our giving platform. If you are not giving electronically, this would be a good time to do that.
You can sign up here https://firstlutheranofmandan.com/. Simply click on the button on the right
hand side that says “Give Online”. If you prefer to make your gifts by check, you can drop it off
at the church or mail it to 408 9th St NW Mandan, ND 58554. Staying strong in worship, caring
ministries, and finances are important as we work to love and serve hurting people during this
tumultuous time.

If you provide your financial offerings to First Lutheran through other ways besides
the weekly worship gathering of gifts (e.g.: Vanco, automatic bank withdrawal), you
are welcome to place one of the laminated “offering cards” in the pew rack in the
offering plate during the Offering.

Notes on Holy Communion:
Practice: We practice Open Communion, which means if you are here, you are welcome
at the table of Christ. If you do not take Communion, or you do not take Communion yet,
you are still welcome to come forward for a blessing. We can also bring Communion to
you in your pew if you are unable to come forward. Please notify one of the ushers.

Procedure: You will receive a wafer of bread and a small cup of communion wine (juice
and gluten free wafers are also available; please let your server know). Please place the
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empty cup in the waste basket by the communion assistant as you return to your pew.

Trunk or Treat is returning to First Lutheran!

First Lutheran Church is hosting a fun and safe place in Mandan for our area youth
to trick or treat. Trunk or Treat will take place on Halloween, October 31st from 3:30-
5:00 P.M. in the church parking lot. Please prayerfully consider all the ways you can
help make our Trunk or Treat a huge success!

We need trunk sponsors. Please consider sponsoring a “trunk”. You will
decorate a car trunk with your business name or just a fun Halloween theme,
along with staffing someone to hand out candy, provided by you, to the trick or
treaters. If it’s not possible for you to participate in the event, you can also
send a monetary donation to use towards food and candy for the children
attending Trunk or Treat.

We need volunteers! This is a great evangelism outreach project for our church,
and its success is dependent of volunteers. Would you like to hand out candy?
Do you want to work in the kitchen providing hot dogs to the children? We will
need a lot of helping hands!

We need monetary donations to help defray the expense of food and candy. If
you’re not able to volunteer and would like to donate funds instead, thank you!

We need you to spread the WORD! Bring your kids to a safe place on
Halloween! Let all your friends know that we are hosting a Trunk or Treat in
the church parking lot on Halloween from 3:30 P.M.-5:00 P.M. All are

welcome!

If you would like to participate, please contact the
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church office at 663-3594, for more information

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH
408 9+ Street NW, Mandan, ND Phone: 663-3594

email: jackie@firstlutheranofmandan.org www. firstlutheranofmandan.com

SUNDAY 4

MONDAY 5

TUESDAY 6

WEDNESDAY 7

THURSDAY 8

FRIDAY 9

SATURDAY 10

SUNDAY 11

WEEK AT A GLANCE

7:00 COMMUNITY ACCESS CHANNEL 12 ORG612
8:30 WORSHIP/ LIVE STREAM WORSHIP
9:30 COFFEE
9:30 SUNDAY SCHOOL
10:30 WORSHIP
2:00 FRIENDSHIP CIRCLE

11:30 HOMESCHOOLERS
9:00 STAFF

1:30 HEART RIVER & RUTH CIRCLE
5:15 CHOIR PRACTICE

5:45 CHURCH SCHOOL

6:30 WORSHIP

7:15 BELL CHOIR

7:30 CONFIRMATION

7:30 BIBLE STUDY

11:00 LAF ~ HOT DOoGs
5:00 REHEARSAL ~ JESSE MCCANN & COURTNEY OLSON

9:00 SCRAPBOOKING
4.00 WEDDING ~ JESSE MCCANN & COURTNEY OLSON

7:00 COMMUNITY ACCESS CHANNEL 12 0OR G612
8:30 WORSHIP/ LIVE STREAM WORSHIP
9:30 COFFEE
9:30 SUNDAY SCHOOL
10:30 WORSHIP
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